
CREATHON
OPEN CALL FOR STUDENTS  

AND YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
 
CULTURE AND WASTE: WE CAN DO BETTER
Amsterdam and Paris are cities of arts and culture as well as 
committed to ecological transition.  With millions of tourists visiting 
every year, the city of Amsterdam has decided to take action and 
actively make the Amsterdam cultural sector more sustainable, 
targeting the issue of waste management. The research study “From 
waste to raw materials in the cultural sector” has revealed that waste 
in the cultural sector is a major issue: each year, 8,000 tons of 
waste is produced with cultural activities and 60% of this waste  
has not been recycled. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN DURING THE CREATHON?
Gemeente Amsterdam, the French-Dutch Network, Nuffic, the  
French Institute in the Netherlands and What Design Can Do 
invites students to work on creative solutions regarding waste 
management in the cultural sector. Within the framework of the  
Zero Waste Expedition the Amsterdam-Paris Creathon (May) will 
focus on the question: 

 
How can cultural institutions involve their audience  
in order to realize their zero waste ambitions?

Creathons can be best described as ‘creative marathons’ that bring 
together talented students and young professionals with different 
backgrounds and fields of study. Participants of the Creathon will 
work together on a project which potentially offers a solution for 
cultural institutions.

In a three-day program you will learn about the waste management 
issues in a cultural city like Amsterdam, you will get involved in 
research, develop a strong concept through the method of Design 
Thinking and present your project to a jury of experts. The winners 
will get the opportunity to further develop and exhibit their project.

WHO CAN APPLY?
We are looking for students and young professionals from different 
fields of studies, degrees and disciplines (artists, designers, 
engineers, researchers, entrepreneurs and more) between 18 and 
30 years old. Living and/or studying in Amsterdam and/or Paris  
and looking to expand their network and skills. 

PROSPECT PARTICIPANTS SHOULD BE:
• �interested in going into depth with understanding complex 

problems, with an urge to dive deeper rather than stay at the 
surface and simplify;

• �happy to go out on the streets and talk to people to learn about 
the topic they are trying to understand before they address it;

• �keen on collaboration with others, good listeners and they 
empathize easily with team members as well as the participants in 
their research;

• �creative and explorative; they do not want to run with the first idea 
that seems feasible but are happy to explore what other ideas they 
can come up with

All events will be held in English. All costs related to participation 
(travel, meals, accommodation) will be covered by the organizers.

HOW TO APPLY?
Download the Application Form for the Amsterdam-Paris Creathon 
(May) and fill in your details and information digitally. 
 
The deadline for application is 27 April 2019
Please send your application to  
Anièce Lawniczak alawniczak@nuffic.nl and  
Christiaan Seemann christiaan.seemann@univ-lille.fr
http://nlfr.eu/

“PARIS-AMSTERDAM RENDEZ-VOUS 2019” IS IMPLEMENTED BY THE CITIES OF PARIS AND AMSTERDAM, THE FRENCH INSTITUTE, 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE NETHERLANDS AND THE EMBASSY OF THE NETHERLANDS TO FRANCE.

mailto:alawniczak%40nuffic.nl?subject=
mailto:christiaan.seemann%40univ-lille.fr%20?subject=


PLEASE FILL IN DIGITALLY

Name:	

Date of birth: 	

University:	

Field of study:	

BA in 	

Master in 	

PhD in 	

Postal address:	

Telephone: 

Email:	

CREATHON
APPLICATION FORM

Amsterdam and Paris are cities of arts and culture as well as 
committed to ecological transition.  With millions of tourists visiting 
every year, the city of Amsterdam has decided to take action and 
actively make the Amsterdam cultural sector more sustainable, 
targeting the issue of waste management. 

Gemeente Amsterdam, the French-Dutch Network, Nuffic, the  
French Institute in the Netherlands and What Design Can Do  
invites students to work on creative solutions regarding waste 
management in the cultural scene. Within the framework of the 
Zero Waste Expedition the Amsterdam-Paris creathon (May) 
will focus on the question:  

How can cultural institutions involve their audience 
in order to realize their zero waste ambitions?

WHO CAN APPLY?
We are looking for students and young professionals from different 
fields of studies, degrees and disciplines (artists, designers, 
engineers, researchers, entrepreneurs and more) between 18 and 
30 years old. Living and/or studying in Amsterdam and/or Paris  
and looking to expand their network and skills. 

The Creathon takes place on 22, 23 and 24 May 2019 in 
Amsterdam. All events will be held in English. All costs related to 
participation (travel, meals, accommodation) will be covered by  
the organizers. 

“PARIS-AMSTERDAM RENDEZ-VOUS 2019” IS IMPLEMENTED BY THE CITIES OF PARIS AND AMSTERDAM, THE FRENCH INSTITUTE, 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE NETHERLANDS AND THE EMBASSY OF THE NETHERLANDS TO FRANCE.



CREATHON
APPLICATION FORM

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.
1  �Cultural and City Context – What do you think is the (current) impact of cultural organisations regarding sustainability in cities like Paris 

and Amsterdam? Is there unused potential within this sector to become an even bigger and more sustainable player? And how could 
that be? (min. 200 words) 

2  �Design background – Do you have any experience in working with sustainable design,  design thinking and/or  reusing/upcycling materials? 
Have you ever worked in a fablab or with digital fabrication? Could you give an example or describe how innovation and design can help 
to change behaviour/attitudes? (min. 200 words)

3  �Waste management – There are lots of private and public actors already working towards more circular systems – and mindsets – 
to stimulate material reuse. Despite all this hard work, recycling rates in the Netherlands are still considerably low. Can you give 
an example of how cities/cultural organisations could empower  urban citizens to engage more  in  waste management and the 
circular city? (min. 200 words)

4  �CV – Please join a brief CV and a recent, high-resolution profile picture to this application form.

The deadline for application is 27 April 2019
Please send your application to  
Anièce Lawniczak alawniczak@nuffic.nl and  
Christiaan Seemann christiaan.seemann@univ-lille.fr
http://nlfr.eu/

“PARIS-AMSTERDAM RENDEZ-VOUS 2019” IS IMPLEMENTED BY THE CITIES OF PARIS AND AMSTERDAM, THE FRENCH INSTITUTE, 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE EMBASSY OF FRANCE TO THE NETHERLANDS AND THE EMBASSY OF THE NETHERLANDS TO FRANCE.
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